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Jeannin, who was of course the leading spirit among
the foreign members of the conference, advised the ac-
ceptance of the ratification. Notwithstanding the tech-
nical objections to its form, he urged that in substance
it was in sufficient conformity to the draught furnished
by the States. Nothing could be worse, in his opinion,
for the provinces than to remain any longer suspended
between peace and war. They would do well, therefore,
to enter upon negotiations so soon as they had agreed
among themselves upon three points.

They must fix the great indispensable terms which
they meant to hold, and from which no arguments would
ever induce them to recede. Thus they would save
valuable time and be spared much frivolous discourse.

Next, they ought to establish a good interior govern-
ment.

Thirdly, they should at once arrange their alliances
and treaties with foreign powers, in order to render the
peace to be negotiated a durable one.9*

As to the first and second of these points, the Nether-
landers needed no prompter. They had long ago settled
the conditions without which they would make no treaty
at all, and certainly it was not the States-General that
had thus far been frivolously consuming time.

As to the form of government, defective though it
was, the leaders of the republic knew very well in whose
interests such sly allusions to their domestic affairs were
repeatedly ventured by the French envoys. In regard
to treaties with foreign powers it was, of course, most
desirable for the republic to obtain the formal alliance of
France and England. Jeannin and his colleagues were
ready to sign such a treaty, offensive and defensive, at
once, but they found it impossible to induce the English
ambassadors, with whom there was a conference on the
26th October, to come into any written engagement on
the subject. They expressed approbation of the plan
individually and in words, but deemed it best to avoid
any protocol, by which their sovereign could be impli-
cated in a promise. Should the negotiations for peace
be broken oif, it would be time enough to make a tieaty
to protect the provinces. Meantime, they ought to con-
tent themselves with the general assurance, already

9* Jeannin, i. 432-43T.